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guages plan “to -untertake surprise “investig “Visits 

on pre-selected prisons. The judges plan to walle etn i 8 
the Sao Paulo Secretary of Public Security and local 
authorities in an attempt to eradicate police maltreat- 
ment of prisoners and disregard for the law in local 

and state prisons. With the national policy of political 
opening, Sao Paulo State authorities and the judiciary 

are becoming increasingly concerned with improving the 
treatment of common criminals within the confines of 

the law. End Summary. 
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The Sao Paulo State Prosecutor (Corregidor Geral), 
Humberto de Andrade Jungueira, and fifty criminal court 
judges met September 18 with the Sao Paulo State Secretary 
of Public Security, Octavio Gonzaga, Jr., to discuss a 
proposed judicial "strike force" to oversee (fiscalize) 
police practices within prisons and at police precincts. 
According to both newspaper reports and an interview 
with one of the leading judges involved, small groups 
of judges, acting on their own volition, plan to make 
surprise. investigatory visits at pre-selected prisons to 
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verify if common prisoners are receiving the legally established 
standards of treatment. They state they will be alert for any 
evidence of arbitrary imprisonment, torture, illegal coercion, 
and maltreatment. After an on-the-spot review of a prisoner's 
situation, the judges will report any infraction of the law and 
initiate steps to take legal action against the responsible 
officials. 


In making their surprise visits, judges propose to rely 
on information provided by relatives and/or the prisoner 
himself, and will select for review those police officers and 
prisons which have had registered against them the most 
recurring complaints. The Commissioner (Juiz Corregidor) of 
Prisons and Judicial Police, Judge Renato Laercio Talli, in 
an interview with a ConGen Pol0ff stated that Sao Paulo judges 
under his leadership have been compiling information on various 
police and prison officers over the last six years. They have 
now isolated those most often cited in complaints of priso.. 
maltreatment. These officers and their respective prisons 
will be the first ones reviewed, according to Judge Talli. 


One.effect .of .the.publicly..announced .decision..of the 


“3uages “to form “strike “forces™ was ‘the “imme@tete Gecrease “in 


the number of complaints of arbitrary detention. Judge Talli 
told the reporting officer that before the announcement of the 
“strike forces", his department processed an average of 30 
cases of “habeas corpus” daily as a consequence of prisoners 
being arbitrarily detained, Since the judges initiative, only 
one such instance had been reported. (Under Brazilian law, 
police must report within 24 hours the arrest of a prisoner 
to the competent judge, who will then decide if the detention 
is within the law. If this is not done, the prisoner may be 
released under a writ of "habeas corpus.") 


The newspaper, O Estado de Sao Paulo, reported on 
September 23, 1979, that the crime rate has increased since 
the judges' announcement. This is reportedly due to a strict 
adherence by police officers to Brazilian law which states 
that only persons caught actually committing a crime can be 
apprehendec. Previously, unreported detentions primarily 
involved individuals who had been picked up by the police on 
suspicion of committing a common crime. In shert, the 
numbers more clearly reflect the actual state of affairs. 


Comment: 


Sao Paulo's prisons have long sufferec from many of the 
ills affecting prisons in other couritries of Latin America-- 
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_evererowded, antiquated facilities, poorly paid and largely 


untrained staffs, and the internal conditions that these 
factors breed. The judicial police, by definition, deal 
almost exclusively with the bottom rungs of society. 


Standards of local police conduct here, as in many developing 


countries, frequently leave much to be desired. 


The current political opening in Brazil has allowed the 
judges to undertake this unprecedented action. Judges are 
aware of top-level support in Sao Paulo for improving prison 
conditions and police practices, The current Secretary of 
Public Security serves as an example of the change in 
emphasis. Gonzaga, Jr., was a judge himself for over twenty 
years before assuming his present position. He has publicly 
condemned reported cases of police brutality and is taking 
a strong stand in ending such abuses and punishing those 
legally found responsible. He, however, believes that it 
is the responsibility of his department, rather than the 
judiciary, to affect changes. Therefore, he has not come 
out in support of the judges" plans and has privately stated 
to a ConGen Pol0ff that he thought it was a bad idea. 
According the Judge Talli, that while Gonzaga, Jr., strongly 
supports the idea of correcting abuses in principle, he 
would prefer that this be done under his own leadership. 
Judge Talli did not expect, however, that Gonzaga, Jr., would 
stand in their way. : 
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